+ Pastor’s Letter +

Dear Church Family, July 2026

This week, our nation marks a monumental milestone as we celebrate the 250th anniversary of the United
States. A birthday of this magnitude naturally causes us to look back at our history. It also makes us look
closely at our lives today and wonder about our collective future.

Personally, when | first arrived in the U.S,, it never crossed my mind that it would become my country. America
was a close ally of Korea. Growing up, Korea always admired and adapted American culture and values. To me,
the U.S. felt like a rich and generous uncle. Still, | never imagined that | would one day become a U.S. citizen. But
gradually, my mind opened up. | started a journey toward accepting America as my second home.

One early memory stands out vividly. | was riding an airport bus on my way to an annual conference for Korean
women pastors. While looking for my terminal, | watched three or four American airline flight attendants talking
loudly with each other. These women looked so confident and grounded. They moved with a sense of freedom
and self-assurance that made it seem like no one in the world could ever diminish them. Before that moment, |
do not think | had ever seen such a powerful sense of "self." | felt that if | lived here in America, | might also be
able to live a life just like theirs. | wanted to be confident, bold, and free. That was when America began to look
truly attractive to me.

As Christians, milestone anniversaries like this give us a unique opportunity to reflect. We hold a dual
citizenship. We know, deeply and fundamentally, that we are children of God before we are anything else. Our
primary allegiance belongs to God'’s heavenly kingdom. To the eyes of the world, we are often labeled first by
our legal citizenship, our immigrant journeys, or our cultural backgrounds. But in the eyes of eternity, our identity
is firmly rooted in Christ.

This truth helps us navigate a question many of us wrestle with. How do we relate to the actions of a
government, especially when we did not vote for its leadership? As believers, we can hold a profound love for
our neighbors and our country without carrying the burden of every political decision. We are called to be a
faithful, comforting presence right where God has placed us.

Therefore, our celebration this week is not about endorsing political systems. Instead, we gather to celebrate
the enduring values, rich histories, and robust systems that have built this country. When we look at the core
principles of liberty, justice, and the inherent dignity of every individual, we see beautiful reflections of God's
own heart. We see glimpses of the peace and justice that characterize His kingdom. We praise God for the
freedom to worship, the opportunity to serve our communities, and the rich tapestry of people who call this land
home.

Let us celebrate this milestone with grateful hearts. Let us look to the future with a renewed commitment to be
salt and light. Together, we will continue to build up our neighborhoods in love. We will reflect the beauty of
God's kingdom to everyone around us.

Happy 250th Birthday, America.

Blessings,

Your Pastor, Hyesung Lee
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