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2026 JULY Worship Schedule 

Hybrid Worship Service Both In-Person and Virtual!  

Come Join Us in Virtual Worship Services on Church Website and Facebook: 
https://www.brentwoodumc.org/bcumc/home 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/28404281274/ 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Date Scriptures Worship Acts and More 

July 5, 2026 
6th Sunday after 

Pentecost 

 

● Holy Communion  
● Adult Bible Study: 9am –10am (Youth Rm) 
● Sunday School for Kids (after the Time for Young Disciples) 

July 12, 2026 
7th Sunday after 

Pentecost 

 

● Adult Bible Study: 9 am–10 am (Youth Rm) 
● Sunday School for Kids (after the Time for Young Disciples) 
● NEW MEMBER RECEPTION: New members are Heather & Richard 
Lemmer, Sakaria & Olive Tagaloa 

July 19, 2026 
8th Sunday after 

Pentecost 

 

● Adult Bible Study: 9am –10am Youth Rm 
● Sunday School for Kids (after the Time for Young Disciples) 
● GOOD GRIEF SESSION (1): All are invited to join at 12 pm in Youth 
Room; Facilitator – Rev. Cynthia Pierce 

July 26, 2026 
9th Sunday after 

Pentecost 

 

● Adult Bible Study: 9am –10am Youth Rm 
● Sunday School for Kids (after the Time for Young Disciples) 
● GOOD GRIEF SESSION (2): All are invited to join at 12 pm in 

Youth Room; Facilitator – Rev. Cynthia Pierce 

July 

Sun Summer Music 

5 Christine Nelson 

12 String Band 

19 NONE 

26 Steven Smith 

https://www.brentwoodumc.org/bcumc/home


 
 
Pastor’s Letter 

 
Dear Church Family, 
 

This week, our nation marks a monumental milestone as we celebrate the 250th anniversary of the United 

States. A birthday of this magnitude naturally causes us to look back at our history. It also makes us look 

closely at our lives today and wonder about our collective future. 
 

Personally, when I first arrived in the U.S., it never crossed my mind that it would become my country. America 

was a close ally of Korea. Growing up, Korea always admired and adapted American culture and values. To me, 

the U.S. felt like a rich and generous uncle. Still, I never imagined that I would one day become a U.S. citizen. But 

gradually, my mind opened up. I started a journey toward accepting America as my second home. 
 

One early memory stands out vividly. I was riding an airport bus on my way to an annual conference for Korean 

women pastors. While looking for my terminal, I watched three or four American airline flight attendants talking 

loudly with each other. These women looked so confident and grounded. They moved with a sense of freedom 

and self-assurance that made it seem like no one in the world could ever diminish them. Before that moment, I 

do not think I had ever seen such a powerful sense of "self." I felt that if I lived here in America, I might also be 

able to live a life just like theirs. I wanted to be confident, bold, and free. That was when America began to look 

truly attractive to me. 
 

As Christians, milestone anniversaries like this give us a unique opportunity to reflect. We hold a dual 

citizenship. We know, deeply and fundamentally, that we are children of God before we are anything else. Our 

primary allegiance belongs to God’s heavenly kingdom. To the eyes of the world, we are often labeled first by 

our legal citizenship, our immigrant journeys, or our cultural backgrounds. But in the eyes of eternity, our identity 

is firmly rooted in Christ. 
 

This truth helps us navigate a question many of us wrestle with. How do we relate to the actions of a 

government, especially when we did not vote for its leadership? As believers, we can hold a profound love for 

our neighbors and our country without carrying the burden of every political decision. We are called to be a 

faithful, comforting presence right where God has placed us. 
 

Therefore, our celebration this week is not about endorsing political systems. Instead, we gather to celebrate 

the enduring values, rich histories, and robust systems that have built this country. When we look at the core 

principles of liberty, justice, and the inherent dignity of every individual, we see beautiful reflections of God’s 

own heart. We see glimpses of the peace and justice that characterize His kingdom. We praise God for the 

freedom to worship, the opportunity to serve our communities, and the rich tapestry of people who call this land 

home. 
 

Let us celebrate this milestone with grateful hearts. Let us look to the future with a renewed commitment to be 

salt and light. Together, we will continue to build up our neighborhoods in love. We will reflect the beauty of 

God's kingdom to everyone around us. 
 

Happy 250th Birthday, America. 

 

Blessings, 
 

Your Pastor, Hyesung Lee 



 

We believe love in action can change the world 
The 2026 United Women in Faith Program Resource, Mapping Our 
Way Forward, is about finding our way, mapping our plans, and 
holding on to the balance of grounding and flowing as we do it. 
Amid the uncertainties that surround us, we can map our way 
forward into the unknown by holding on to God and our core 
values, letting them keep us grounded as we face each challenge. 
We will not be meeting in July.  United Women in Faith will meet 

on Monday, August 17th at 7pm (location TBD).  All women are welcome; please consider joining and 
putting your faith in action!  Questions, please contact Jan Schults, United Women in Faith President at 
925-890-6296.  
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Greetings, men of the UMM! The next Men's Breakfast is coming up 
on Saturday, July 11 -- not on the 4th! -- at 8:00 a.m. in the fellowship hall. 
Come spend a fine summer morning with your fellow Methodist men, have a 
good breakfast, and spend some time in fellowship. Coffee, of course, will be 
piping hot by 7:30. Discussion items could include scholarships, a 4th of July 
BBQ reflection, and UMM activity ideas for 2026. Chaplain Diego will lead the 
spiritual reflection. The cost for the breakfast is $5.00--a bargain! Bring a friend, 
and his breakfast is free! Hope to see you there!  

   ~Steven, Joe, Diego, Larry, and Scott  
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WE ARE THE PEOPLE OF UNITED METHODIST CHURCH! 

We are ONE PEOPLE rooted in Scripture, centered in Christ, serving in love, and united in essentials! 

Here are some resources for those who’d like more about United Methodist Church! 

For Reconciling Ministries Network, go to https://rmnetwork.org/  

For California-Nevada Annual Conference, go to https://www.cnumc.org/  

For Los Rios District, go to https://losrios.cnumc.org/  

For Western Jurisdiction, go to https://westernjurisdictionumc.org/ 

For more information about UMC, go to ResourceUMC here 

https://www.resourceumc.org/en/content/connection-makes-the-umc-work 

For recent UM news, go to umnews.org here 

https://www.umnews.org/en/ 

https://rmnetwork.org/
https://www.cnumc.org/
https://losrios.cnumc.org/
https://westernjurisdictionumc.org/
https://www.resourceumc.org/en/content/connection-makes-the-umc-work
https://www.umnews.org/en/


  
WE LIFT UP OUR FRIENDS AND FAMILIES IN OUR PRAYERS 

This list is provided by our Congregational Care Network (CCN) of BCUMC.  If you want to add names or make any changes to 
this list, please contact Linda Barnhill (925) 634-8521 or lindalucy1103@outlook.com . 

We pray for all these friends that God may fill them every day with strength, faith, love, and peace. 

 
Prayer Chain: 
Grace (Gbenga Olayomi’s wife), John Gonzales (Adella Logan’s son), John Moore,  Eugene 
Davis, Joyce Heflin, Leonor and Jim Roberts, Betty Gaughan, Echo Paden (Eileen Newill's 
granddaughter), Rick Dunn's mother, Nathan (Steve Smith's brother), Robin Thompson 
(JoAnn Funk's friend), Luiz Da Silva (Heidi Stark's husband), Dave and JoAnn Funk, Jo 
Chapman, Gloria Martin (Laura Webb's friend), Frank & Dee (Jerry Walton's brother & sister-
in-law), Ava (Nancy Weld's granddaughter), Karen (Jan Schults' sister-in-law), Maddie (Amy 
Bright's daughter), Linda Walton, Charlis (Edie Tidrick's sister), Marlene (Jan Schults' friend), 
Rick (Joyce Sorenson's relative) and Family of Charlene Dobson. 

 
           

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

GOOD GRIEF SESSION: A time for healing and reflection 
 

Sundays: July 19 and July 26 

Time: 12:00 PM to 1:00 PM 

Facilitator: Rev. Cynthia Pierce 

Location: Youth Room 

All are invited! 

 

*Rev. Cynthia (Cindy) Pierce is an ordained Presbyterian minister who has worked in hospice for 22 

years.  She is also a certified Spiritual Director and has led Christian Meditation groups in Southern 

California.  When not working she enjoys spending time with her family and pets, including goats, cats, a horse 

and a chicken. 

 

mailto:lindalucy1103@outlook.com


 
SUNDAY NIGHT LIVE 

DESSERT & GAME NIGHT 
 
Your Pastor and your Lay Leaders hosted a Sunday Night Live event – dessert and game night on Sunday, May 
31 from 6-8pm.  A small but mighty fun group of nine adults and one child (Thanks for coming Elise Tran!) 
gathered in the Fellowship Hall for desserts and games.  We had groups playing a variety of games at three 
different tables.  We all learned new games and ate lots of yummy treats.  It was a great evening of fun and 
fellowship.  

 
 

SAVE THE DATE 
SUNDAY NIGHT LIVE 

POTLUCK & TALENT SHOW 
Sunday, August 23, 5-7:30pm 

 
Mark your calendars and plan to join us in the Fellowship Hall on Sunday, August 23 from 5-7:30pm for a 
potluck and talent show.  We know we have lots of talented folks at BCUMC!  This has been a fun event in the 
past, and we’d love to have lots of participants this year.  So, start thinking about a talent you would like to 
share (tell jokes, dance, sing, read a poem, perform a skit, play an instrument, etc…).  Maybe you have a 
hidden talent you’d like to share – we can’t wait to see what you have to offer.  If you don’t have a talent to 
share, plan to attend and cheer from the audience.  A sign-up sheet will be available later this month.  
Questions, please contact Pastor Lee or Lay Leaders, Dave Funk, Polly Gallagher, or Heidi Stark.     

 
 

Remembering Charlene Dobson 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Our longtime church member, Charlene Dobson, went home to be with the Lord on Thursday, June 18, at the 
age of 93. Charlene lived as a lifelong Christian. She was a devoted Bible teacher and a passionate leader for our 
missions and ministries. Her daughter, Cheryl, is also a dedicated member of our church. Cheryl has served on 
several overseas medical missions and lovingly cared for her mother for a long time. 
Following the family's wishes, a Celebration of Life service was held the following week. Family, friends, and 
church members gathered. The service was joyful and triumphant. We sang Charlene's favorite hymns, and 
everyone wore bright, beautiful colors just as she requested. We ended the service by listening to Handel’s 
“Hallelujah”, played by our pianist Rose Marie. 
We love you, Charlene. We will see you in our eternal home! 

 

                   
   

               

               
               

                        
                    

                   
                

      



 
Recycle/Compost/Landfill Containers 

 
The Board of Trustees will be purchasing a set of new recycle/compost/landfill containers for the Fellowship Hall in order 
to implement the requirements of the City of Brentwood. The new containers will be color coded and plainly labeled.  
 

• The largest container  ..(GREEN)..  will be for material that can be composted into useful soil that 
is used to grow food. That includes food scraps, coffee grounds and food-soiled paper (plates, 
napkins, paper towels, coffee cups). NO PLASTIC! 

 

• The recycle container  ..(BLUE)..  will be for clean paper and clean/rinsed/dried bottles 
and cans. 

 

• The landfill container                              will be for plastic cups, forks and spoons. 
 
Thinking of our Fellowship times and potlucks, it should be fairly easy to separate items when you are finished. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact Joe Niec or Dennis Buckley. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

     VOYAGERS 
 

Join us on Saturday July 11 at 11 AM in Fellowship Hall to kick off the Voyagers season. 

We will be playing Mexican Train and feasting on Taco Salad and dessert. All our members and friends 

60+ are invited. Please let us know who has the Holy Cow! Questions? Please contact Robin Vaughan. 

650-619-6387 

 

 
       Thank you Teachers           Congratulations 

      Graduates 

(BROWN) 



    
Photos from 2026 Annual Conference 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      (Pastor Lee and two lay delegates – Polly Gallagher and Fran Bowman) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
(Bishop Sandy Olwine officially calls to order the 178th California-Nevada Annual Conference Session on Friday, 
June 26, 2026, at the SAFE Credit Union Convention Center in Sacramento, California. Behind are banners of 
celebration, honoring major milestones in our shared ministry: 200th Anniversary of the Tongan Methodist Church; 
70th Anniversary of Women’s Ordination; 30th Anniversary of Deacons Ordination and 30th Anniversary of 
Volunteers in Mission (VIM) 

 
 

 
 



 
     
      Lay Leader News 

By Heidi Stark 
 

I hope your summer is off to a good start.  My June was busy and full of adventure.  Last month I shared 

with you the idea of living a porous life – being open to all that life has to offer.  A porous person is vulnerable 

but open to beauty, grace, the divine, grief and pain.  A porous person acknowledges that they cannot control 

how life will go, and a porous person knows they cannot manufacture a meaningful life.  The life of a porous 

person will have meaning because the person is open to forces it cannot control.  A porous person is open to 

joy that sneaks up even in the midst of chaos and uncertainty.    

One of Pastor’s sermons in June talked about God having ultimate control.  We go about making plans, 

only to find ourselves stunned at the direction God takes us.  Life is what happens when we are busy making 

other plans.  Pastor suggested that God engages with us on a need-to-know basis.  He will not be placed in a 

box and relegated to our limited knowledge and timeline.  Nothing is impossible for God.  Often what we pray for 

is very different from what God delivers, but God is asking us to trust that His plan is best.  Life is a journey and 

we must trust God to navigate our best course, fully acknowledging that our biography will most likely not match 

the outline we started with.  Do your very best to be porous and go with the flow.  When God changes your 

plans – smile, laugh and know that God is leading you to your next best thing.   

While Pastor was away at annual conference, Rev. Hugh Stevenson filled in at the pulpit and reminded 

us that Jesus is our ever-present friend.  Life is not meant to be a solo journey, but rather, it is to be shared with 

others to know that we are never to carry our burdens alone.  Community is important; we need to be able to 

share our happiness and our pain with others who love and care for us.   Remember that you are a child of God 

– loved, special, seen and heard, and God is always available to listen to you and help you.       

In June, I found myself feeling a sense of contentment that I have not felt in a very long time.  Does that 

mean that my life is without issues?  Oh no, I still have plenty of challenges and fears, but I am choosing to be a 

porous person – a soul open to God, to others, to all the feelings - to be fed by the world and everything in it.  

With this mindset, I am finding my life to be a joy filled adventure.  Life is meant to be enjoyed!  Life is not just a 

series of tasks to be completed; it is a marvelous adventure open to all the twists and turns God provides.  May 

we all enjoy the journey knowing we are never alone and deeply loved. 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

               

 

THREADS & TAPESTRY 

 

We are all unique – specific 

God loves each individually 

Knows us – isn’t that terrific?! 

We are not meant to be copies of 

others 

Yet we all need one another 

And we each contribute to the 

whole! 

God’s peace running through our 

lives 

At each turn, big or small 

And that’s not all 

We are each a thread in the 

Big, beautiful tapestry of life! 

We can look for evidence 

Of God’s loving presence 

In our life story and when 

We look - we will see. 

God’s love, guidance, and presence 

Is everywhere in my life 

In our lives. 

Oh boy!  It makes me free! 

 

Happy summer! 

   

      

   © Joe Kick - 2022 

 
 

      

  

 
 

 

 

 
 

July 
 
   3 Joy Kick 
   5 Mgbechi Oji 
   6 Sean Clarke 
   6 Carrie Mosher 
 10 Pamela Ruskin 
 13 Miranda Smith 
 15 Alex Dunn 
 16 Paul Slay 
 17 Tristan Mendoza 
 18 Randy Fortner 
 18 Emma Smith 
 20 Shirley Gray 
 22 JoAnn Funk 
 22 Bonnie Larrabee 
 22 Ashley Porter 
 22 Esmeralda Gonzalez (Kennedy) 
 22 Emerson Kennedy 
 24 Fran Bowman  
 24 Julie Clarke 
 27 Steven Smith 
 30 Joyce Sorenson 
 31 Vince Gallagher 
 
 
 

 
 

July 

 
  1. Anthony Basica and Carrie Mosher 
  8. Jeanette and Robert Ruddick 
18.  Linda and Jerry Walton   
26. Jan and Jeff Schults 
25. Alivia Logan-Kumagai and Jeff Kumagai 
27. Heidi and Jere Retzer 



 
 

          JULY 2026 

 
 

* Dates and Times are subject to change 
* For the most updated calendar/schedule see church website: www.brentwoodumc.org  
* To request use of Facility or any questions contact Joe: 925 634 3093 or admin@brentwoodumc.org 

 
 
 
 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

                

 
 

 

  

1 
Hope House 9am 
ACA 5:30pm Quiet 
Rm 
Al Anon 7-8:15pm 
AA 7 pm 
Trustees 7pm 

2 
NA 7:30-
8:45pm 
 

3 

String Band 
10:30am 
AA 6:45-7:45pm 

Al Anon 8-9:30pm 

4 

 

5 

Adult Bible Study 9 am 
6 7 8 9 10 11 

UMM Breakfast 8am 
Fellowship Hall 

5 
Adult Bible Study 9 am 
Worship Holy 
Communion 
10:30am  
Fellowship Potluck 
after service 
 

6 
Hope House 
9am 
 

7 
BC Chorus 7pm  
Empowerment Program 
Youth 4pm 12-16 yrs old 
5:30 17-20 yrs old  
DIG board meeting 

8 
Hope House 9am 
ACA 5:30pm Quiet 
Rm 
Al Anon 7-8:15pm 
AA 7 pm 
Reconciling 
Committee 7pm  

9 
SPRC 
4:30 
NA 7:30-
8:45pm 
 
 

10 
String Band 
10:30am 
AA 6:45-7:45pm 
Al Anon 8-9:30pm 

11 
UMM Breakfast 8 am 
Voyagers 11 am 

       12 
Adult Bible Study 9 am 
Worship 10:30am  
 

13 
Hope House 
9am 
Liberation 
Bible Study 
8pm 
 

14 
HH Produce Truck 
4pm 
Empowerment Program 
Youth 4pm 12-16 yrs old 
5:30 17-20 yrs old 
 

                                 
15 
Hope House 9am 
ACA 5:30pm Quiet 
Rm 
Al Anon 7-8:15pm 
AA 7 pm 

16 
NA 7:30-
8:45pm 
 

17 
String Band 
10:30am 
AA 6:45-7:45pm 

Al Anon 8-9:30pm 
 

18 
  

       19 

Adult Bible Study 9 am  

Worship 10:30am 

Good Grief Session 
12pm 

 

 

20 

Hope House 
9am 
 

21 

Empowerment Program 
Youth 4pm 12-16 yrs old 
5:30 17-20 yrs old 
Finance 6:30 pm 
Fireside Rm  
  

22 

Hope House 9am 
CCN 10am 
ACA 5:30pm Quiet 
Rm 
Ad Council 7pm 
Al Anon 7-8:15pm 
AA 7 pm 

23 

NA 7:30-
8:45pm 
 

24 

String Band 
10:30am 

AA 6:45-7:45pm 

Al Anon 8-9:30pm 

25 

Memorial Service 1 pm 

  

       
26 

Adult Bible Study 9 am  

Worship 10:30am 

Good Grief Session 
12pm 

 

27 

Hope House 
9am 
DIG 7-9:30pm 
Q.R. 
Liberation 
Bible Study 
8pm 
 
 

28 

HH Produce Truck 
4pm 
Empowerment Program 
Youth 4pm 12-16 yrs old 
5:30 17-20 yrs old 
NAMI 7pm  
 

29 
 Hope House 9-
11:30am 
ACA 5:30pm Quiet 
Rm 
Al Anon 7-8:15pm 
AA 7 pm 

 

30 

NA 7:30-
8:45pm 

 

31 

String Band 
10:30am 

AA 6:45-7:45pm 

Al Anon 8-9:30pm 

 

mailto:admin@brentwoodumc.org


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brentwood Community 

United Methodist Church 

809 Second Street 

Brentwood, CA 94513 
 
 
TIME DATED MATERIAL 
 
 
 

Statement of Inclusion: 
 

Brentwood Community United Methodist Church is a 
welcoming and reconciling congregation,  

affirming its ministry with the whole family of God 
regardless of age, race, ethnic origin, economic situation, 
gender identity, sexual orientation, or marital status. 

 

Bishop Sandra Olewine 

California-Nevada Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church 

Los Rios District Superintendent: Rev. David Niu 

Pastor: Hyesung Lee ✞ Lay Leaders: Polly Gallagher, Heidi Stark and 
David Funk 

 
Administrative Assistant: Michelle Carrillo 

 
 


