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2026 AUGUST Worship Schedule 

Hybrid Worship Service Both In-Person and Virtual!  

Come Join Us in Virtual Worship Services on Church Website and Facebook: 
https://www.brentwoodumc.org/bcumc/home 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/28404281274/ 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Date Scriptures Worship Acts and More 

August 2, 2026 
10th Sunday after 

Pentecost 

 

● Holy Communion  
● Adult Bible Study: 9am –10am (Youth Rm) 
● Sunday School for Kids (after the Time for Young Disciples) 
● Annual Conference Report: Polly Gallagher and Fran 
Bowman, Lay Delegates to Conference 

August 9, 2026 
11th Sunday after 

Pentecost 

  

● Adult Bible Study: 9 am–10 am (Youth Rm) 
● Sunday School for Kids (after the Time for Young Disciples) 
● Christmas in August: Discover a joyful mission to kickstart our 
Operation Christmas Child season! (During the Service and the 
Fellowship Hour) 
● 11th Anniversary of Reconciling Congregation: a small celebration 
will be offered.  

August 16, 2026 
12th Sunday after 

Pentecost 

 

● Adult Bible Study: 9am –10am Youth Rm 
● Sunday School for Kids (after the Time for Young Disciples) 
● United Methodist Men’s Scholarship Award  

August 23, 2026 
13th Sunday after 

Pentecost 

 

● Adult Bible Study: 9am –10am Youth Rm 
● Sunday School for Kids (after the Time for Young Disciples) 
● Sunday Night Live: Talent Show: 5:00 pm – 7:00 pm with Potluck. 
All are welcome to enjoy! 

August 30, 2026 
14th Sunday after 

Pentecost 

 

● Adult Bible Study: 9am –10am Youth Rm 
● Sunday School for Kids (after the Time for Young Disciples) 
● Unted Methodist Student Day: Special Offerings for 
Education and Leadership 

https://www.brentwoodumc.org/bcumc/home


 
Pastor’s Letter 

 
Dear Church Family, 

 

When I lived in the Chicago area thirty years ago, we experienced a severe, prolonged drought. Week after week, 

the unrelenting heat turned almost all the grass into a parched, dusty yellow. One afternoon, while walking 

through a local park, I came across a remarkable sight. Amidst a massive field of dead, yellow grass, there was 

a perfect, vibrant circle of green stretching out directly beneath the canopy of a huge tree. 

 

It completely caught my attention, and I have never forgotten that image. What a profound difference staying 

close to a life-giving source makes for living things on the ground. Instantly, I was reminded of the words from 

Psalm 1:1–3: 

“Happy are those… whose delight is in the law of the Lord, and on his law they meditate day and night. They are like 

trees planted by streams of water, which yield their fruit in its season, and their leaves do not wither. In all that they 

do, they prosper.”  

 

This green oasis matters—not just for the plants thriving directly beneath the branches, but for everyone who 

passes by. It stands as a visual testament of hope, proving that the Source of Life is not done with us, but is still 

faithfully working to sustain and reach out to the world.  

 

The Church is called to be like that tree. We may not have the power to instantly fix or correct every wrong in our 

broken world, but we can deeply nurture the immediate community where God has planted us. We can help our 

neighbors survive, offer them the hope needed to move forward, and provide a sanctuary of love and peace. 

 

That is exactly how Jesus modeled ministry. In the Gospel of Matthew, right after His temptation in the 

wilderness, Jesus received the devastating news that John the Baptist—an innocent man, a noble prophet, and 

His own cousin—had been unjustly imprisoned. In response to this dark moment, Jesus departed for Galilee to 

begin His public ministry (Matthew 4:12). Rather than marching to Jerusalem to protest Herod, rallying an angry 

crowd, or attempting a political regime change, Jesus chose a different path. He did not act out of bitter 

frustration. Instead, He focused on what He could do in small, humble ways: He called a few disciples, started a 

small group ministry, and began teaching. He was quietly planting a tree of life to protect human souls and 

teach them how to live as children of God. 

 

Today, many of us feel deeply dismayed, frustrated, and angered by the currents of our nation and our world. 

The headlines are heavy with wars, violence, poverty, and systemic destruction aimed at the most vulnerable 

populations, including innocent children. It truly feels like a long, massive drought has settled over the human 

spirit. 

Yet, it is precisely for such a time as this that the Church is called to dig its roots deep into the living water of 

Christ. We cannot let the heat of the world wither our faith, nor can we allow despair to paralyze our hands. If we 

want to offer the world shelter from the drought, we must actively cultivate our green circle. Here is how we can 

begin doing that together this month: 

• Protect the Vulnerable Close to Home: Let us be the shade for those who are burning out. Reach out to a 

neighbor who is lonely, support our local food ministries, and check in on families or elderly individuals 

who are quietly struggling under the weight of current hardships. 

Continued on next page 



 

 

• Invest in Small Group Fellowship: Follow Jesus’ Galilee model. Do not isolate yourself in the dry season. 

Commit to a small group, a prayer circle, or a church ministry team where you can intentionally cultivate 

deep relationships, study the Word, and protect one another's souls from spiritual dehydration. 

 

• Guard Your Heart and Tongue: In a culture driven by anger and political frustration, let our words be a 

source of refreshment rather than added heat. Meditate on what is good, just, and lovely, so that the fruit 

we bear in this community is peace, not division. 

 

We may look around and see a vast field of yellow but let us look up and remember the deep roots we share. Let 

us remain planted by the streams of water, trusting that as we stay close to the Lord, He will use us to give 

shade, life, and undeniable hope to a world that desperately needs it. 

 

In Christ's peace, 

 
Your Pastor, Hyesung Lee 
 

 

We believe love in action can change the world 
The 2026 United Women in Faith Program Resource, Mapping Our 
Way Forward, is about finding our way, mapping our plans, and 
holding on to the balance of grounding and flowing as we do it. 
Amid the uncertainties that surround us, we can map our way 
forward into the unknown by holding on to God and our core 
values, letting them keep us grounded as we face each challenge. 
 

If you are interested in learning more about United Women in Faith please attend our meeting on 
Monday, August 17th at 7pm (location TBD).  All women are welcome; please consider joining and 
putting your faith in action!  Questions, please contact Jan Schults, United Women in Faith President at 
925-890-6296.    
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Greetings, men of the UMM! The next Men's Breakfast is coming up 
on Saturday, August 1 at 8:00 a.m. in the fellowship hall. Come spend a 
late summer morning with your fellow Methodist men, have a good 
breakfast, and spend some time in fellowship. Coffee, of course, will be 
piping hot by 7:30. Discussion items will include the August 16th scholarship 
ceremony and the October 16th men's retreat. Chaplain Diego will lead the 
spiritual reflection. The cost for the breakfast is $5.00--a bargain! Bring a 
friend, and his breakfast is free!  

Hope to see you there! 
 
~Steven, Joe, Diego, Larry, and Scott  
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 



 
Finance Quarterly Snapshot 

 
The goal of our Finance and Administration team is to provide transparent and efficient 
stewardship of resources to support the mission of our faith community. 
 
Please feel free to check in with us at any time with questions or concerns. 
 
  2026 Fiscal Year Snapshot                                                               January 1 to June 30, 2026 

Income from Donations  85,939.42 

Other Income (Building use, etc.)  27,417.17 

Total Income 112,857.59 

  

Total Expenses  113,215.31 

  

YTD Budget Surplus(+)or Deficit(-)  -358.72 

 

Comments:  
We are financially in an amazing place halfway through our year.  Thank you to all 
for your continued and generous support of our BCUMC ministry.  

 

CHURCH PIANIST / ACCOMPANIST 
We are seeking a paid part-time pianist starting in September, approximately 2 times a month, 

schedule, TBD. 
Duties: Sunday morning worship & Thursday evening choir rehearsal 

Must have strong piano/sight-reading skills; experience accompanying choirs preferred. 
To apply, send resume/experience to admin@brentwoodumc.org or call 925-634-3093.  

Audition required. 

 
 

WE ARE THE PEOPLE OF UNITED METHODIST CHURCH! 

We are ONE PEOPLE rooted in Scripture, centered in Christ, serving in love, and united in essentials! 

Here are some resources for those who’d like more about United Methodist Church! 

For Reconciling Ministries Network, go to https://rmnetwork.org/  

For California-Nevada Annual Conference, go to https://www.cnumc.org/  

For Los Rios District, go to https://losrios.cnumc.org/  

For Western Jurisdiction, go to https://westernjurisdictionumc.org/ 

For more information about UMC, go to ResourceUMC here 

https://www.resourceumc.org/en/content/connection-makes-the-umc-work 

For recent UM news, go to umnews.org here 

https://www.umnews.org/en/ 

https://rmnetwork.org/
https://www.cnumc.org/
https://losrios.cnumc.org/
https://westernjurisdictionumc.org/
https://www.resourceumc.org/en/content/connection-makes-the-umc-work
https://www.umnews.org/en/


 
WE LIFT UP OUR FRIENDS AND FAMILIES IN OUR PRAYERS 

This list is provided by our Congregational Care Network (CCN) of BCUMC.  If you want to add names or make any changes to 
this list, please contact Linda Barnhill (925) 634-8521 or lindalucy1103@outlook.com . 

We pray for all these friends that God may fill them every day with strength, faith, love, and peace. 

 
Prayer Chain: 
Grace (Gbenga Olayomi’s wife), John Gonzales (Adella Logan’s son), John Moore,  Eugene 
Davis, Joyce Heflin, Leonor and Jim Roberts, Betty Gaughan, Echo Paden (Eileen Newill's 
granddaughter), Rick Dunn's mother, Nathan (Steve Smith's brother), Robin Thompson 
(JoAnn Funk's friend), Luiz Da Silva (Heidi Stark's husband), Dave and JoAnn Funk, Jo 
Chapman, Gloria Martin (Laura Webb's friend), Frank & Dee (Jerry Walton's brother & sister-
in-law), Ava (Nancy Weld's granddaughter), Karen (Jan Schults' sister-in-law), Maddie (Amy 
Bright's daughter), Linda Walton, Charlis (Edie Tidrick's sister), Marlene (Jan Schults' friend), 
Rick (Joyce Sorenson's relative) Michael Ann Honea, Bobbi (Jovy's Quevedo's friend), Kevin 
Allen (Fran Bowman's friend), Greg Pacquer and Dari Tran.  
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        Honoring the Legacy of Mel and Beatrice Strong 
This past 
month, I 
welcomed the 
family of Mel 
Strong into our 
sanctuary for a 
Blessing of 
Ashes. Mel 
passed away 
two years ago, 
and his beloved 
wife, Beatrice, 
passed away 
this past March. 
Their daughter, 
Carla—who served our Youth Ministry over a decade ago—asked for a blessing before their 
interment at Concord Memory Garden on July 4. Robin Vaughan, a close family friend and 
member of Mel’s Bible study, joined us for this sacred moment. 
 
Mel and Beatrice enriched our church family in countless ways. Mel was a dedicated teacher, 
small group leader, and pillar of the Men’s Group, who also served the wider community as a 
certified hospice volunteer—faithfully visiting Charlene Dobson’s husband in his final days. 
Beatrice beautifully hand-crafted our acolyte robes, a dozen of which are still worn by our 
acolytes and crucifers every Sunday. We thank God for the beautiful, faithful journey Mel and 
Beatrice shared, and we pray for God’s continued comfort and peace for their family. 

 
 
 



 
SUNDAY NIGHT LIVE 

POTLUCK & TALENT SHOW 
Sunday, August 23, 5-7:30pm 

 
We know we have lots of talented folks at BCUMC; so, plan to join us in the Fellowship Hall on Sunday, August 
23 from 5-7:30pm for a potluck and talent show.  This has been a fun event in past years, and we’d love to have 
more participants this year.  This event is open to all ages, and we welcome all who wish to share a talent (tell 
jokes, dance, sing, read a poem, perform a skit, play an instrument, etc…).  Maybe you have a hidden talent 
you’d like to share – we can’t wait to see what you have to offer.  If you don’t have a talent to share, plan to 
attend and cheer from the audience.  A sign-up sheet is available in the Fellowship Hall – let us know if you can 
attend and what delicious dish you will bring.  Come and enjoy dinner and a show with your Church family!  All 
are welcome!  Questions, please contact Pastor Lee or Lay Leaders, Dave Funk, Polly Gallager, or Heidi Stark.     
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Welcome New Members (August 12, 2026), Heather and Richard Lemmer, Olive and Sakaria Tagaloa. 

  

Dear 2026 UMM Scholarship Recipients (or the parents/grandparents of), 
The Brentwood Community United Methodist Church will be holding its annual scholarship ceremony during the 
regular church service on August 16, 2026. All 2026 scholarship recipients are invited to come to church on the 16th 
to be honored and to say a few words to the congregation about what the scholarship means to them. If you haven't 
already left for the new school year and would like to say a few words on the 16th, please let us know of your 
intention. Thanks much, and we look forward to hearing from you! 
 
Cordially, 
Scott Baxter 
UMM Scholarship Committee Member 

 
 
 



 
Lay Leader News 
  By Heidi Stark 

 
I was moved by several of Pastor’s sermons in July.  In one sermon, Pastor reminded us that we are all ministers; 

we all have gifts to share and there are many ways to serve and worship – God calls all!  Sometimes we are surprised by 

who God calls to specific roles.  That can be especially true when you are the one called, and it is not what you had in 

mind.  We often think that we are not capable – that God got it wrong, but human limitations mean nothing when God 

calls.  Still, we hesitate and wrestle with God because following God’s calling means leaving old ways behind and going 

the direction God intends for us.  It’s not easy to say, here I am Lord use me as you see fit because I trust that you will lead 

me on the right path.  The God who calls you is the God who goes before you.  I believe that what God brings me to he will 

bring me through.  God doesn’t call the qualified – He equips the called.  Let’s all try to be open to hearing when God calls.   

This past Sunday, Pastor’s sermon was titled, “The Art of Overlooking” which is an act of grace.  We can overlook 

some offenses because we love.  We also learned about Peace Faking – turning a blind eye to issues/offenses; Peace 

Making – addressing issues/offenses and working to find solutions; and, Peace Breaking – seeking no solution – only war.  

Acts 17:29-31 points out that God overlooked bad behavior because the people didn’t know better.  Overlooking is a 

supreme act of divine grace.  God wants us to set aside our ignorance and move forward seeking peaceful solutions.  God 

has given us Jesus as the path to follow.  Jesus practiced the art of overlooking even in his own hometown when his work 

and ministry was not well received. (Matthew 13:54-58).  Jesus understood that faith takes time to grow, and He 

overlooked the limitations of the people around him.  This doesn’t mean that bad behavior should be ignored especially if 

the person knows better, but overlooking an honest mistake or a minor offense is an act of kindness and grace.  When an 

issue or offense steals your peace, breaks your trust or creates barriers that close off your heart, it is essential to seek ways 

to resolve those issues and regain your peace.  Jesus’ death on the cross was the ultimate gift of overlooking.  Jesus 

overlooked our ignorance; He created a path to peace with God.  Overlooking is a powerful and intentional act.  Pastor 

challenged us to assume not every offense is intentional and to allow yourself 48 hours to assess the situation.  If you find 

the issue is creating a barrier in your relationship with others – seek to address, it and move forward in peace.  As a child of 

God, you have received the gift of divine overlooking – Jesus!  Be willing to offer that gift to someone else.   

My prayer is that we can all enjoy the peace that only God’s love can provide and rest assured that He will lead you 

on right paths with grace for the journey. 

 
 

Sundae Sunday 
August 30 

 
United Women in Faith invite you to join in our annual Sundae Sunday after worship on August 30th.  We will 

provide ice cream and toppings so you can make your own delicious ice cream sundaes.  Donations are 
appreciated and benefit United Women in Faith ministries.  Plan to join us for ice cream and fellowship. 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

Reconciling Committee Awareness Ministry’s Announcements 
 

The Reconciling Committee would like to update the congregation on our commitment to reconciling with our 

congregation and community. 

Our Mission: “Through Love, Education and Acceptance we will Changing Hearts and Changing Minds to 

be Open Hearts, Open Minds and Open Doors.” 

We focus our work on education, awareness and support. To achieve this, we have monthly PowerPoint slides that 

highlight four to six days honoring marginalized communities and/or celebrated by our interfaith friends. The service 

bulletin gives brief details of these and more days. Here, in the Ds & Os, we have more in-depth paragraphs about 

awareness days, tidbits of history or cultural awarenesses. We research and discuss these educational and awareness events 

in our meetings. You are welcome to join us on the second Wednesday of every month at 7 pm in the Fireside Room. 

Please contact Jeanette Ruddick at 925-963-2543 if interested in learning more. 

The human experience is complicated. The committee looks forward to exploring the LGBTQIA+ community’s 

culture with after service workshops in the month of October. The “gender”bread person is a unique visualization to 

understand our personal complexities.  

The committee would like to focus on gender 

identity for the month of August. “Gender identity refers 

to a person’s deeply felt internal sense of being male, 

female, a blend of both, neither, or somewhere along a 

broader gender spectrum.”1 The following words highlight 

a few of the many ways individuals can understand their 

gender. Please remember that labels can help define but 

not confine us. Cisgender: Describes individuals whose 

gender identity aligns with the sex they were assigned at 

birth. Transgender: An umbrella term for people whose 

gender identity differs from their assigned sex at birth. 

Non-binary: Describes individuals who experience their 

gender as falling outside the traditional male-female 

binary (e.g., identifying as both, neither, or somewhere in 

between male and female). Genderfluid: Describes 

individuals who experience a sense of identity that shifts 

over time, reflecting different expressions or energies 

depending on context, emotion, or personal growth. 

Agender: Refers to people who do not identify with any 

gender, or who experience a lack of gender. Two-Spirit: 

An exclusive, culturally sacred identity rooted in North 

American Indigenous, First Nation and Native American 

traditions. Being two-Spirit blends gender identity with 

cultural heritage, sexuality, and community roles; many 

two-spirit people held sacred roles as healers, shamans 

and caretakers. Should not be used by non-Indigenous 

people. 

The committee recognized International Non-

Binary People’s Day on July 14th in the July 12th service 

bulletin and Transgender History Month in August on the July 26th announcements and service bulletin.  

To explore and discuss the terms and cultural expectations associated with gender identity and expression as well as 

other parts to the LGBTQIA community’s culture, please join us in our monthly committee meetings, keep reading the 

service bulletin and the D’s & O’s and please attend our workshops in the month of October. God bless.  

 
1. What Is Gender Identity? - Taskforce Chicago, www.taskforcechicago.org/2025/12/16/what-is-gender-identity/. Accessed 6 July 2026.  

2. Understanding Gender Identity | Jed, jedfoundation.org/resource/understanding-gender-identity/. Accessed 6 July 2026.  

3. What Does It Mean to Identify as Two-Spirit?, www.pointofpride.org/blog/what-does-it-mean-to-identify-as-two-spirit. Accessed 14 July 

2026.  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

               

 
 

 

HOME IN GOD 
 

Days of August 

The sun shines bright 

Though a dim reflection 

Of God’s loving light. 
 

Corn in the fields 

Tomatoes on the vine 

We are loving you, God 

In this summertime. 
 

Times of travel 

Children such a wonder 

We stay close to you, Jesus 

In these days of summer. 
 

Home in God 

We got it made 

Peace in the valley 

Cool in the shade. 
 

   © Joe Kick - 2023 

 
 

      

  

 
 

 

 

 
 

August 
 
  2. Nate Ekpemiro 
  3. Jere Retzer 
  5. Jo Prewett Tennant 
  5. Ezihe Ekpemiro 
12. Henry Ogbonna 
13. Carl Kammeyer 
15. Robin Bliss 
15. Anthony Basica 
21. Connie Azevedo 
24. Victoria Ogbonna 
24. Emersyn Geddes 
25. Mike Logan 
26. Lisa Slay 
26. Zy’Yannah Kammeyer 
 
 
 

 
 

August 

 
15. Julie and Sean Clarke 
19. Jillian & Don Stirling 
 
 



August 2026 

 
 

* Dates and Times are subject to change 
* For the most updated calendar/schedule see church website: www.brentwoodumc.org  
* To request use of Facility or any questions contact Joe: 925 634 3093 or admin@brentwoodumc.org 

 
 
 
 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

                

 
 

 

  

   1 

UMM Breakfast 8 
am 
 

5 

Adult Bible Study 9 am 
6 7 8 9 10 11 

UMM Breakfast 8am 
Fellowship Hall 

2 
Adult Bible Study 9 am 
Worship Holy 
Communion 
10:30am  
Fellowship Potluck after 
service 
 

3 
Hope House 
9am 
 

4 
BC Chorus 7pm  
Empowerment 
Program Youth 4pm 
12-16 yrs old 5:30 17-
20 yrs old  
DIG board meeting 

5 
Hope House 9am 
ACA 5:30pm Quiet 
Rm 
Al Anon 7-8:15pm 
AA 7 pm 
Trustees 7pm 
 

6 
NA 7:30-
8:45pm 
 
 

7 
String Band 
10:30am 
AA 6:45-7:45pm 
Al Anon 8-9:30pm 

8 
 

       9 
Adult Bible Study 9 am 
Worship 10:30am  
 

10 
Hope House 
9am 
Liberation Bible 
Study 8pm 
 

11 
HH Produce Truck 
4pm 
Empowerment 
Program Youth 4pm 
12-16 yrs old 5:30 17-
20 yrs old 
 

                        12          
Hope House 9am 
SPRC 4:30 
ACA 5:30pm  
Al Anon 7-8:15pm 
AA 7 pm 
Reconciling 
Committee 7pm 

13 
NA 7:30-
8:45pm 
 

14 
String Band 
10:30am 
AA 6:45-7:45pm 

Al Anon 8-9:30pm 
 

15 
  

       16 

Adult Bible Study 9 am  

Worship 10:30am 

 

 

17 

Hope House 
9am 
United Women 
in Faith 7pm 
 

18 

Empowerment 
Program Youth 4pm 
12-16 yrs old 5:30 17-
20 yrs old 
Finance 6:30 pm  
  

19 

Hope House 9am 
ACA 5:30pm  
Al Anon 7-8:15pm 
AA 7 pm 

20 

NA 7:30-
8:45pm 
 

21 

String Band 
10:30am 

AA 6:45-7:45pm 

Al Anon 8-9:30pm 

22 

 

       
23 

Adult Bible Study 9 am  

Worship 10:30am 

 

24 

Hope House 
9am 
DIG 7-9:30pm 
Liberation Bible 
Study 8pm 
 
 

25 

HH Produce Truck 
4pm 
Empowerment 
Program Youth 4pm 
12-16 yrs old 5:30 17-
20 yrs old 
NAMI 7pm  
 

26 
 Hope House 9-
11:30am  
CCN 10am 
ACA 5:30pm 
Ad Council 7pm 
Al Anon 7-8:15pm 
AA 7 pm 

 

27 

NA 7:30-
8:45pm 

 

28 

String Band 
10:30am 

AA 6:45-7:45pm 

Al Anon 8-9:30pm 

29 

 

30 

Adult Bible Study 9 am  

Worship 10:30am 

 

31 

Hope House 
9am 

 

  

mailto:admin@brentwoodumc.org


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brentwood Community 

United Methodist Church 

809 Second Street 

Brentwood, CA 94513 
 
 
TIME DATED MATERIAL 
 
 
 

Statement of Inclusion: 
 

Brentwood Community United Methodist Church is a 
welcoming and reconciling congregation,  

affirming its ministry with the whole family of God 
regardless of age, race, ethnic origin, economic situation, 
gender identity, sexual orientation, or marital status. 

 

Bishop Sandra Olewine 

California-Nevada Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church 

Los Rios District Superintendent: Rev. David Niu 

Pastor: Hyesung Lee ✞ Lay Leaders: Polly Gallagher, Heidi Stark and 
David Funk 

 
Administrative Assistant: Michelle Carrillo 

 
 


